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Agenda:

• Opening Remarks

• Song: Gentle, Angry People (Holly Near)

• Sharing Our Stories

◦ Alli Baker

◦ Others

• Closing remarks 

Song: There Is a Time (Carolyn McDade)

Singing for Our Lives

We are a gentle, angry people
And we are singing, singing for our lives (repeat)

1) a justice-seeking people
2) young and old together
3) gay and straight together
4) a land of many colors

We are a gentle, angry people
And we are singing, singing for our lives (repeat)
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On September 22, 2010, after discovering that his roommate had secretly used a webcam to stream a 

live sexual encounter between him and another man—that is, for the whole world to see—Tyler 

Clementi, an 18-year-old Rutgers University freshmen, drove to the George Washington Bridge and 

jumped into the Hudson River. 

Many called his death a tragedy, while others debated whether it had anything to do with the 

cyberbullying that had taken place only days before. However, as the story made national headlines, six 

other teen suicides in New Jersey, Texas, California, Indiana, and Minnesota came to light. In the 

course of a month, seven victims of anti-gay bullying had ended their lives including Billy Lucas, age 

15, Cody J. Barker, age 17, Seth Walsh, age 13, Asher Brown, age 13, Justin “Chloe” Lacey, age 19, 

and Raymond Chase, age 19.1 By October, the mainstream media was calling it bullycide.2

Suddenly, bullying and the victimization of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 

youth had national and even international attention. Public figures such as Ellen DeGeneres and 

President Barack Obama spoke out, calling Clementi’s death a “wake-up call” and teenage bullying an 

“epidemic.”3 By January of 2011, U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg and Representative Rush Holt of 

New Jersey had enacted the nation’s toughest law against bullying and harassment.4 However, as the 

1 It is important to note that Chloe and Raymond’s deaths received less media attention at the time. 
There is speculation that this has to due with their gender identity and race; Chloe was transgender and 
Raymond was African American. Even within the LGBTQ community one must ask, whose death 
matters?

2 David Kessler, "The Grief of Bullycide," CNN, October 4, 2010, accessed November 23, 2012. 
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/10/04/o.grief.of.bullycide/index.html.  The term bullycide was 
first used in 2001 by Neil Marr and Tim Field in their book Bullycide: Death at Playtime. The term 
refers to suicide attributable to the victim having been bullied, either in person or via social media. The 
term rose to prominence in the USA in the latter part of 2010 following multiple teen suicides. 

3 Aliyah Shahid, “Tyler Clementi: Video by Ellen DeGeneres, speaks out against teeny bullying, 
alongside Abdul, Ciara,” NY Daily News, October 10, 2010, accessed November 26, 2012. 
http://articles.nydailynews.com/2010-10-01/local/27076960_1_tweeted-ellen-degeneres-suicide. 

4 "Press Release: Lautenberg, Holt Introduce Legislation to Prevent Harassment on College 
Campuses," Lautenberg Press Office, March 10, 2011, accessed November 23, 2012. 
http://lautenberg.senate.gov/newsroom/record.cfm?id=331791 

http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/10/04/o.grief.of.bullycide/index.html
http://lautenberg.senate.gov/newsroom/record.cfm?id=331791
http://lautenberg.senate.gov/newsroom/record.cfm?id=331791
http://lautenberg.senate.gov/newsroom/record.cfm?id=331791
http://articles.nydailynews.com/2010-10-01/local/27076960_1_tweeted-ellen-degeneres-suicide
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/10/04/o.grief.of.bullycide/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNN
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nation pointed their fingers at the bullies, such as Clementi’s roommate, several gay activists including 

Dan Savage argued that the roommate was being used as a scapegoat and that he alone should not be 

blamed for attitudes that are “pervasive in our culture.”5 Savage argued further that attention should 

also be directed toward the adults and institutions in society who perpetuate anti-gay prejudice.6 

Indeed, a serious critique of attitudes and systems—such as sexism, heterosexism, homophobia, 

and transphobia—was and is needed. However the pain goes even deeper than that, leaving many 

young people with a sense of hopelessness, unable to conceptualize a future of any kind. With this in 

mind, Savage launched an internet-based project to inspire hope for those facing harassment. In 

October of 2010, the It Gets Better Project was created to show young LGBT people the levels of 

“happiness, potential, and positivity their lives will reach,” but only if they can make it through their 

teen years.7 That is, they must first make a way in the Wilderness (Isaiah 43: 19). 

The project has since become a worldwide movement, inspiring more than 50,000 user-created 

videos viewed more than 50 million times.8 That same month, I sat down to make a video with some 

teens in a local church setting. When I described the project to them, many were excited and eager to 

take the pledge, which states, 

Everyone deserves to be respected for who they are. I pledge to spread this message to my 
friends, family and neighbors. I'll speak up against hate and intolerance whenever I see it, at 

5 J. Bryan Lowder, "Did Dharun Ravi Really Commit a Hate Crime?" Slate.com, March 20, 2012, 
accessed November 23, 2012. 
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2012/03/20/did_dharun_ravi_really_commit_a_hate_crime_.htm
l

6 Dan Savage, "Who Killed Tyler Clementi?" The Stranger, October 2, 2010, accessed November 23, 
2012, http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2010/10/02/before-we-crucify-those-two-teenagers-
who-streamed-tyler-clementis-having-sex-over-the-internet

7 “What is the It Gets Better Project?” It Gets Better Project | Give Hope to LGBT Youth, [n,d] 
accessed Dec 26, 2012. http://www.itgetsbetter.org/pages/about-it-gets-better-project/

8 “What is the It Gets Better Project?” 

http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2010/10/02/before-we-crucify-those-two-teenagers-who-streamed-tyler-clementis-having-sex-over-the-internet
http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2010/10/02/before-we-crucify-those-two-teenagers-who-streamed-tyler-clementis-having-sex-over-the-internet
http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2010/10/02/before-we-crucify-those-two-teenagers-who-streamed-tyler-clementis-having-sex-over-the-internet
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2012/03/20/did_dharun_ravi_really_commit_a_hate_crime_.html
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school and at work. I'll provide hope for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and other bullied 
teens by letting them know that it gets better.9

However, after making several videos, one of the teens protested by posing a simple question that has 

stayed with me ever since; she asked, “but what if it doesn’t get better?” Suddenly it clicked—

hopelessness paired with feelings of powerlessness is killing our young people. I wrote this parable as a 

response. 

The Sower 

Now a sower went out, took a handful of seeds, and scattered them.
Some fell upon the path and the birds came and devoured them.
Some fell upon rock, did not take root in soil, and so they did not produce.
While others fell among thorns and the thorns grew up into a noose.
And yet few fell into good soil—bringing forth fruit,
Coming up and growing, bearing good fruit to boot.

Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me.

Now a bully went out with hate as his tool,
Homophobia and bigotry to spread throughout the school.
Some was in jest, in one ear and out the next,
Some was untrue, the kind that most kids can see through.
However some scarred the surface, leaving bruises behind.
While others would bury deep, taking years to find,
But find they would, a great harvest of hate
Found in teen closets, just moments too late.

Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear and be clear;
What kind of sower are you?10

(Mark 4:3-9)

9 “Action Center,” It Gets Better Project | Give Hope to LGBT Youth, [n,d], accessed Jan 15, 2013, 
http://www.itgetsbetter.org/pages/action-center

10 Alli Baker. “The Sower.” April 22, 2012, video clip, YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FWBtY4CwCa0&feature=plcp
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There Is a Time, by Carolyn McDade

There is a time that we must rise
There is a time that we must stand
There is a time that we must come
together

(Refrain)
Blessed are our lives
Blessed our love
Blessed the promise gathered now 

There is a time that we must leave
Go from the place where hatreds breed
and, turning, feel the Spirit breathe us
together
(Refrain)

There is a time we know the way
There is a time we watch and pray
In living faith we make our way
together
(Refrain)

Upon the dry a cloud will rise
and truth will shine among the lies
and wisdom sing
as we arise together
(Refrain)

There is a bow within the rain
and it will come and bend again
and colours shine
where we have been together
(Refrain)
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Links to Anti-Bullying Resources (QR codes included for smart phones)

Facts About Bullying
  http://www.bullyfree.com/free-resources/facts-about-bullying

  

What Is Bullying?
Bullying is a form of aggressive behavior that is intentional, hurtful, (physical and psychological), 
and/or threatening and persistent (repeated). There is an imbalance of strength (power and 
dominance).

The above definition includes the following criteria that will help you determine if a student is 
being bullied:

• The mistreatment must be intentional.
• The mistreatment must be hurtful (physical or psychological).
• The mistreatment is threatening. The individual fears harms.  Fear their safety.
• The mistreatment must occur more than once. However, some disagree with this. They say 

one very hurtful event is enough to label it bullying.
• There must be a power imbalance.

LGBTQ Specific

Dan Savage’s “It Gets Better” campaign, offering touching personal statements on 
video about how LGBTQ youth and adults overcame bullying and other forms of 
oppression.

http://www.itgetsbetter.org/  

Ellentv.com offers links to a variety of sources

http://www.ellentv.com/2010/10/06/resources-to-help-stop-bullying/  

GLSEN’s “Think Before You Speak” website offers downloadable facts and other 
tools and resources for combating bullying  

http://www.thinkb4youspeak.com/

http://www.ellentv.com/2010/10/06/resources-to-help-stop-bullying/
http://www.bullyfree.com/free-resources/facts-about-bullying
http://www.thinkb4youspeak.com/
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Faith-Based Resources

Many churches have anti-bullying resources. 

Our own United Church of Christ has a site devoted to it and includes some 
insights on cyber-bullying:  

http://www.ucc.org/justice/justice-for-children/bullying-is-a-form-of-
abuse.html

The Lutherans offer this one, and it includes downloadable resources for 
churches:

http://www.reconcilingworks.org/resources/anti-bullying-resources-menu\   

The United Methodist Church offers some thoughtful questions about how 
taking a stand against bullying is a faithful response to God.

http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?
c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=2429611&ct=8382959  

General

The U.S. Government offers resources on bullying prevention, how to respond, how 
to get help, and what the laws are that relate to bullying:

http://www.stopbullying.gov/ 

The Patheos blog offers a collection of links:

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/afewgrownmen/2012/10/anti-bullying-
resources/  

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/afewgrownmen/2012/10/anti-bullying-resources/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/afewgrownmen/2012/10/anti-bullying-resources/
http://www.stopbullying.gov/
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=2429611&ct=8382959
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=2429611&ct=8382959
http://www.reconcilingworks.org/resources/anti-bullying-resources-menu
http://www.ucc.org/justice/justice-for-children/bullying-is-a-form-of-abuse.html
http://www.ucc.org/justice/justice-for-children/bullying-is-a-form-of-abuse.html
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Teaching Tolerance investigates the questions “Why do kids bully? How can 
we help them stop?” 

http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-45-fall-2013/there-are-no-bullies

Teaching Tolerance  has more information on bullying at 
http://www.tolerance.org/search/apachesolr_search/bullying  

http://www.tolerance.org/search/apachesolr_search/bullying
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-45-fall-2013/there-are-no-bullies
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